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Abstract: this article discusses the current state of the rare flower Petilium Eduardii, which is included in the Red
Book of the USSR and Kyrgyzstan. The flower grows in the Aygul-Tash mountains in the Kara-Bulak village area of
the Batken region, Batken oblast. Currently, this rare flower is facing threats of extinction, as people wishing to see
it are picking, breaking, and trampling it, which reduces its numbers. Due to this, a moratorium has been
announced from 2023 to 2026. At present, no one is allowed to visit and view the Aygul flower growing in the
Aygul-Tash Mountain botanical reserve. The flowers can only be seen at the mountain peaks, among rocks and
thorns, which is concerning. Flowers that were once found lower on the mountain slope are now disappearing, with
fewer seen every year. Preserving the flowers given to us by nature and passing them on to future generations is our
responsibility.
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COBPEMEHHOE COCTOSIHUE AUTYJIbCKOI'O IBETKA (IETUJINYM
IAYAPIAA), IPOU3PACTAIOLIEI'O BI'OCYJAPCTBEHHOM BOTAHUYECKOM
3AIOBEJTHUKE "T'OPA AUTYJIb-TALII"

MomyHoBa F.A.l,TanaHTﬁeK A.z, Koagomopa y

"Momynosa I'visam Auvinosna - Kandudam 6uonoeuueckux Hayx, Ooyenm,
2Tananméex xvizor Aiicanrkoin — Mazucmpaum,
$Kondowosa Kanapeyn — macucmpanm,
bamxenckuii eocydapceennulii yHusepcumemn,
2. bamxen, Kvipevizckas Pecnyonuxa

AHnHOmMayua: 8 OaHHOU cmamee paccMampueaemcs meKyujee cocmosnue peoxkozo yeemxa Ilemunuym D0yapoa
(Petilium eduardii), eéxniouennoco ¢ Kpacnyio knuey CCCP u Kvipeviscmana, komopwlii pacmem 6 20pHOM MACCUBe
Auieyno-Taw 6 bamxenckou obaacmu, bamxenckoeo paiiona, 6 okpecmnocmsax cena Kapa-bynax. B nacmoswee
epems Imom peoKull Y8emoK Nood8epeaemcs yepo3e UCHe3HOBEHUs, NOCKONbKY N00U, Hceraiouue e2o yeuoems,
8bIPHIEAIOM, IOMAIOM U MONYUYM €20, YMo COKpawaem e2o yuciennocms. B cesazu ¢ amum ¢ 2023 no 2026 200 Ovin
00vasIen Mopamoputl Ha e2o coop. Ha danuwiii momenm oocmyn x Habmoodenuro 3a yeemamu Aueyiv-Tauickoeo
20pHO20 OOMAHUYECKO20 3aN08eOHUKA OSPAHUYEH, U OHU HAX00AMCA Noo oxXpanou. L]eemul 6UOHBI MONLKO Ha
BEPUIUHAX 20D, CPeOU KaMHel U Wunos, Ymo guvisvieaem becnokoticmeo. Kozoa-mo ysemul écmpeuanucy Hudice no
CKIIOHY, HO CO GPEeMeHeM UX HUCIO YMEHbUUTIOCh, U Menepb OHU OCMAaiomcs moavko Ha eepuiune. CoxpaueHue
npuUpoOsbl U nepeoayd 3mozo yeemra 6y0yuwUM NOKOJIEHUAM - Hauld 00A3aHHOCTb.

Knroueewie cnosa: Ilemunuym I0yapoa, Aueyns yeemok, peokuii euo, Kpacuaa knuea, coxpanenue, Keipeviscman,
bamxen, bomanuueckuil 3anosednux, 3auuma, eopbol.

The Aigul flower (Petilium Eduardii), known for its breathtaking beauty and rarity, is an endemic and rare
species that has been included in the Red Book of the USSR and Kyrgyzstan. This unique flower grows in Aigul-
Tash Mountain, located in Kyrgyzstan's Batken region, Batken district, within the Karabulak village area of the
Karabulak rural administration.
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According to the inventory materials from February 1992 (Ne5807, code Ne739), the total area of Aigul-Tash
Mountain, located in Karabulak village, Karabulak rural administration, Batken district, Batken region, is 253.9
hectares.

133.3 hectares of this land are pasture, 1.3 hectares are land under field roads, and 119.3 hectares consists of
other terrain, including rocky areas.

On October 9, 2009, by Decree Ne628 of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic, Aigul-Tash Mountain was
officially designated as a State Botanical Reserve.

The Aigul flower was included in the Red Book of the USSR in 1978 and later added to the Red Book of
Kyrgyzstan in 2004.

The Aigul flower, an endemic species of Kyrgyzstan, faces pressing issues regarding its origin, benefits, unique
characteristics, and the alarming decline in its population.

In recent years, the protection of wild Aigul flower species has become an urgent concern. One of the main
reasons for this decline is that the number of Aigul flowers grown in the homes of Karabulak villagers far exceeds
those growing in the wild. Even though livestock grazing on Aigul-Tash Mountain has decreased, challenges persist
in ensuring the free growth and natural spread of these flowers. Visitors who come to admire the flower often pluck
it, uproot it along with its bulbs, or dig out its underground parts, leading to a rapid decrease in its natural
population. The more visitors the site receives, the greater the threat to the species.

Together with students of Batken State University, we actively participate in cleaning the surrounding area of the
Aigul-Tash State Botanical Reserve while conducting research on the biology and ecology of the Aigul flower.
Scientific studies are being carried out in collaboration with biology students from the university, focusing on the
current state, biological characteristics, and ecological conditions of the species.

Our research involves measuring the height of the flowers, counting the number of petals, identifying their
locations, recording areas where they are most found, and estimating their population density within a 10m? area.
All collected data is carefully documented in research notebooks.

During our studies, we have also encountered cases of the Aigul flower being illegally picked. This highlights
the reckless human impact on nature, proving once again that we are contributing to its destruction. In our opinion, a
three-year moratorium on picking Aigul flowers was a necessary step. Without such protective measures, we risk
completely losing this rare and precious species.
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In reality, it is evident that the flowers remain only at the mountain peaks, 'mong rocks and thoré. Seeing this sight
is truly heartbreaking. It is noticeable that the flowers, which were once abundant at the foot of the mountain, have
gradually disappeared and are now moving higher up the slopes with each passing year.
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During Biology Week, teachers and students participated in cleaning the surroundings of the Aigul-Tash
Botanical Reserve.



A moment captured while cleaning the surroundings of the reserve.

We believe that by working together with students, we are not only conducting research and monitoring the
flowers growing in the reserve but also contributing to conservation efforts by cleaning the area and setting an
example for others.

It is great to see thousands of visitors from neighboring countries and different parts of Kyrgyzstan coming to
admire the flower every day. However, it is truly heartbreaking to witness some of them trampling, picking, and
destroying these precious flowers.

Our research over the past few years has shown a decline in the flower's population. Now, they are found only in
the upper parts of the mountain, among rocks and thorns, which is a concerning sign of their decreasing numbers.

Unfortunately, the current state of the Aigul flower is far from encouraging. The protective measures taken so far
have been almost ineffective, and it seems the flower has been left to be destroyed rather than protected by people.
Along with this, natural disasters, such as floods and heavy rainfall, as well as livestock grazing in the mountains,
have had a negative impact on its survival.

As we all know, based on Order Ne29t of the Batken District State Administration of Kyrgyzstan dated March
29, 2023, and Order Ne01-10/7 of the Batken Forestry dated April 3, 2023, a temporary ban on the entrance of
citizens to the Aigul-Tash Nature Reserve has been imposed from April 1, 2023, to April 1, 2026 (for three years) in
order to protect the rare Aigul flower and its habitat.

Therefore, we believe that the moratorium is a correct decision, and we hope that over the next three years, we
will be able to protect at least some of the flowers. We plan to continue our research starting in 2026.

We urge everyone to cherish and protect the Aigul flower, a gift of nature, and contribute to its conservation!
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