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Abstract: Cao Dai is the largest endogenous religion in Vietnam, born at the end of 1926 in Tay Ninh, with many
characteristics of Southern residents. After nearly 100 years of existence and development, Cao Dai followers have
always maintained a relationship of solidarity and attachment with the community, actively participating in local socio-
economic development movements, using many models effective such as: Actively participating in charity and social
security; building new rural areas; promote the role of cooperative economy; Strengthen the promotion and
development of religious tourism... Those material values are the great resources that Cao Dai religion participates in
socio-economic development, Cao Dai followers always consciously participate. Productive labor creates wealth to
feed oneself and enrich society. This article uses methods of analysis, comparison and synthesis of actual data sources
(interviews, surveys...) to show the correlation in the participation of resources. Through that, it helps us have a
general view and a clearer understanding of the value of Cao Dai's contribution to the development of socio-economic
life in the South, contributing to promoting national economic growth and building the country is getting richer and
stronger.
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PECYPCbI KAOJA3MA B COMAJIBHO-9KOHOMHNYECKOM PA3BUTHUH
IO’KHOI'O BBETHAMA
Yan M.H.}, Hryen X.T.?

YYau Muns Hxam - Acnupanm,
Daxynemem gunocoghuu,
2Hayen Xoty Txy - Kanoudam unocodexux nayk, npenodasamens, 3amecmumens upexmopa Llenmpa coepemenmbix
penucuogedenus,
BHY Yuueepcumem coyuanoHo-2yManumapuvix Hayx,
2. Xanou, Coyuanucmuueckas Pecnybnuxa Bvemnam

Annomayun: Kaooaii — xpynneiiwias sndoeennasn peaueusi Beemuama, 3apoouswasics 6 konye 1926 2o0a 6 Tatinune,
co muoeumu xapakmepucmukamu scumeneii FOea. Iocne noumu 100 nem cywecmeosanus u pazgumus nociedosamenu
Kaooau ececoa noodepoicusanu omuouenus cornuoapHOCmu U NPUEA3AHHOCMU C COOOUECMBOM, AKMUBHO YUACMBYs 8
MECHHBIX OBUNCEHUSX COYUATLHO-IKOHOMUYECKO20 PA3GUMUSL, UCTIONb3YS MHOJICECMBO dhPekmusHblx Mooenetl, maKux
Kak. aKkmueHoe yyacmue 6 01a20MEOPUMENbHOCIU U COYUANbHOM 0becneyeHuy, Cmpoumenrbcmeo HOBbIX CeNbCKUX
pationos, npoosucamsv poib KOONEepamuHol IKOHOMUKU, Ycunums npoosudceHue u pazeumue peiucuo3Ho2o
mypusma... Imu mamepuanvhvle YeHHOCU ABNIAIOMCA 02POMHBIMU pecypcamu, komopble peauzus Kaoodaii yuacmseyem
8  COYUANbHO-DKOHOMUYECKOM  passumuu, nociedosamenu  Kaooati  ecez0a  co3HamenvHo  yuacmeyiom.
Tlpoussooumenvuviti mpyo cozoaem 602amcmeo, no36os0wWee NPOKOpMUms cebs u oboeamums obwecmeo. B smoti
cmamve UCNONb3VIOMCA MemoOobl AHAIU3A, CPAGHEHUsl U CUHMe3d PealbHblX UCHMOYHUKO8 OAHHbIX (UHMEpEbio,
ONPOCHL...), YMOobbL NOKA3aMb KOpperayuio 8 yuacmuu pecypcos. bnacooaps smomy, smo nomocaem nam umems obwee
npedocmaeienue u Oojiee uemkoe noHUMAaHue yewnocmu exnaoa Llao /las 6 pazsumue coyuanbHO-3KOHOMUYECKOU
arcusnu Ha FOee, codelicmeus sxoHOMUYMECKOMY POCIY CIPAHBL U NOCMPOEHUIO CIMPAHbL, KOMOPAsi CMAHO8UMCcsl bozaue
u cunvhee.

Knrwouegvie cnosa: Kaooausm, Penucuosnvie pecypcel, Coyuanbrno-sxonomuyeckas meopus, f0e.

Introduction

The South is a multi-ethnic, multi-religious land with a long history of formation and development, with a total area
of more than 64,000 km?, accounting for about 19% of the country's area, located downstream of the Dong Nai and
Vam Co rivers, Mekong River and part of the East Sea, in the south of our country. Currently, the South has 19
provinces and cities in two regions: the Southeast (6 provinces) and the Southwest (13 provinces) [Including the
Southeast (6 provinces/cities: Binh Phuoc, Binh Duong, Tay Ninh, Ba Ria-Vung Tau, Ho Chi Minh City, Dong Nai);
Southwest (13 provinces/cities: Long An, Tien Giang, Ben Tre, Dong Thap, An Giang, Vinh Long, Tra Vinh, Can Tho
City, Hau Giang, Soc Trang, Bac Lieu, Ca Mau, Kien Giang)]. It is the birthplace of many indigenous religions, clearly
characterized by the personality of the people here. Among these endogenous religions, the most notable is Cao Dai
religion, a new religion that imported many East-West cultural elements and local customs. The principle of Cao Dai
religion is to present the truths of religions to guide people to live ethically, love humanity, and unite to build a peaceful
society.



Up to now, according to statistical results of the Vietnam Government Committee for Religious Affairs in 2023, Cao
Dai religion has nearly "2.4 million followers, of which the state has recognized legal organizations of Cao Dai religion,
includes 9 Cao Dai Churches and 18 Cao Dai organizations operating independently. It is estimated that currently, all
believers live in 38 provinces and cities nationwide, with 65 Religious Representative Boards, nearly 1,300 worship
facilities, mainly concentrated in the South, and more than 30,000 followers” [5] live overseas. Thus, with that great
potential, Cao Dai religion has become a valuable resource in social development in the South in particular and in
building and protecting the homeland in general. There have been many domestic and foreign scientists with many
research projects on issues related to the influence of Cao Dai on historical, political, cultural and social aspects in
general, including including the work: "The Caodai: The politics of a Vietnamese syncretic religious movement" (Cao
Dai: Politics in Vietnam of a synthetic religious movement), this is the 1981 doctoral thesis of author Werner Jayne
Susan at Yale University, Southeast Asia studies, America; "The Caodai: A new religious movement" (Cao Dai: A new
religious movement) by author Sergei Blagov, this is an expansion of the author's doctoral thesis at the Ethnology Sub-
Institute of the Academy. Soviet Science in 1991; or the book: "Cao Dai religion - Two aspects of history and religion”,
Religion Publishing House - 2014 by Nguyen Thanh Xuan; topic: "CaoDaism in the South Community life and cultural
characteristics” PhD thesis in Cultural Studies, University of Social Sciences and Humanities - Vietnam National
University Ho Chi Minh - 2015, by Nguyen Manh Tien; topic: “Cultural value of CaoDaism in Southern life" PhD
thesis in Cultural Studies, at Ho Chi Minh National Academy of Politics - 2017, by Dinh Quang Tien...

Most of the above-mentioned works have fully approached the historical and cultural values of Cao Dai religion, or
evoked Cao Dai values in people's life in general, which at the same time have not yet existed. , or there are very few
studies on the resources of Cao Dai religion in socio-economic development, especially analyzed and approached from
the perspective of religious philosophy.

The content of this article contributes to identifying the resource values that Cao Dai religion brings in economic,
cultural and social development from the perspective of religious theory to real life. Using methods of analysis,
document research and synthesis of actual data sources (interviews, surveys...), interactive relationships will be clearly
shown. Through that, it helps us have a more general and objective view of the spirit of "entering the human world -
serving others” that Cao Dai followers practice, and that is considered a resource of religion to the community,
contributing to the process of building and developing the country's economy and society.

1. General overview of religious resources in Vietnam

It can be said that since its inception, religion has been a form of social consciousness with the function of being a
spiritual compensation for people, always guiding people towards a good life, free from oppression, injustice in society.
Entering the era of integration and development, the role of religion is affirmed both in economic, political, and social
life as well as in culture, science, and art. With the inherent faith of the believers themselves, more than ever the voices
of religions have a significant influence on the problems of today, such as war, ethnic conflicts, and terrorism.
extremism, environmental pollution, climate change, epidemics... This clearly shows us that the social function of
religion does not stop at guiding people to the ideal goal of liberating their minds. soul in life, but it also helps people
achieve good things in their social position; through many practical activities such as: charity activities contributing to
ensuring social security, to propagating and educating on lifestyle ethics, actively participating in protecting the natural
environment, and supporting vocational training, healing...

Returning to the situation in our country, Vietnam is a multi-religious country, folk beliefs and religions are always
an indispensable spiritual need of a part of the people and people of all religions. is identified as a key part, in the great
national unity bloc and will exist with the nation. Statistics show that by 2023, the state government has recognized "43
organizations belonging to 16 different religions, with over 26.5 million followers, accounting for more than 27% of the
country's population, over 53,000 people." dignitaries, nearly 135,000 positions, about 29,658 places of worship. In
addition, every year in our country there are over 8,000 belief and religious festivals attracting tens of thousands of
domestic and foreign believers to participate. The Party and State of Vietham always encourage and create conditions
for religious organizations and individuals to participate in charity activities, social security, and community health care
with over 800 social protection establishments. association, 500 medical examination and treatment facilities, with
nearly 300 preschools and vocational schools..." [6, p. 90].

In the 5-year period (2017-2022), there are "about 25 active religious newspapers and magazines, which have
licensed the publication of 2,027 publications with more than 7 million copies, including many publications. translated
into many foreign languages such as English, French, Chinese, and a local ethnic language such as (Khmer, Cham, Tay,
Thai...)" [7, p. 2]. The number of dignitaries, officials and followers in religious organizations holds important
positions, they are beneficiaries of policies and laws on belief and religion.

For these reasons, the category "religious resources" has been popularized in Vietnam in recent years, especially
when it was officially affirmed for the first time at the 13th Congress, January 2021. of the Communist Party of
Vietnam, in the congress document there is a paragraph: "Promoting good cultural values, ethics and resources of
religions for the cause of national development” [2, p. 171]. Thus, at this point, the Communist Party of Vietnam has
recognized that religion is also a resource contributing to national development, promoting the resources of religions is
also recognized by the Vietnamese state and government. Nam institutionalizes and legislates into each specific field. In
this way, religious values will be synthesized, exploited and used in the right place, bringing great efficiency.

It can be said that religions in Vietnam have never had such favorable operating conditions as they do today, in
addition to increasingly expanding international relations, the number of dignitaries, positions and There are more and
more religious followers, and worship facilities are increasingly being built. In addition, in our country today, the law



also has clear regulations on religious activities of foreigners in Vietnam, thereby contributing to creating conditions for
religious organizations to increase exchanges and relationships. Internationally, in the 10 years (2012 - 2022), there
have been nearly 2,000 religious organizations and individuals leaving the country, participating in study and training
courses abroad; On the other hand, there have been more than 500 foreign delegations, with more than 3,000” [7, p. 3]
people coming to Vietnam to exchange at international conferences related to religious issues.

Currently, in research in Vietnam and abroad, there are a number of approaches to religious resources in many
different aspects. In Europe in the 16th century, with a series of religious reforms occurring, with the nature of
bourgeoisization and democratization of the church, Protestantism was born as a source to further promote the
formation of the Church. The capitalist institution in this old continent, which later spread throughout the world, exists
to this day. We all know that Christian theology and Buddhist philosophy have had a great influence and influence on
the existence and development of social sciences and humanities in both the East and the West. The concepts of
religious ethics are highly appreciated and recognized as having the effect of educating people, bringing them to
perfection in personality, through lifestyle and actions.

Religion is not separate from social life, on the contrary, religion is always involved in real life. In Eastern Asian
countries, during feudal dynasties, many famous monks with virtue, wisdom and knowledge always appeared. Highly
prestigious people have become talented people, they are the vitality of the nation. Confucianism, Buddhism, and
Taoism, three major religions in the East in general and our country in particular, have contributed to creating a new
face of an era, a nation, and a Vietnamese people rich in cultural identity. , and also full of heroic bravery. In many
important political directions of the country, there is more or less profound influence from the philosophies of those
religions. In addition, later religions such as Catholicism and Protestantism brought with them Western civilization and
culture; or the birth of endogenous religions in the early twentieth century such as Cao Dai, Hoa Hao Buddhism... all
created a new wind blowing into contemporary Vietnamese society, causing chaos and change from lifestyle to all
aspects of economic, political, cultural and social life.

Religions are currently encouraged by governments to participate in social work, but the level and scope of
participation is a separate story for each country. The resources of religion that are promoted and exploited later depend
greatly on the social circumstances and the will of the leadership in those countries. Resources here in general terms
mean "the totality of material and spiritual forces used or capable of being used to serve the socio-economic
development of a country” [9]. So in that sense, religious resources will be the totality of the material and spiritual
forces of religion that can be used to serve the development first of the religion itself, then to social community
development. However, there are some views that say that when talking about religion, we are talking about the
cultural, spiritual, moral, and ethical values that that religion brings, so when exploiting religious resources, it also We
should only approach the cultural values and good ethics of religion, and these values are abstract and difficult to
quantify, but they cannot be denied.

In Vietnam from ancient times until now, when talking about religious resources, we often refer to activities such as:
social security charity, helping to relieve and care for people in difficult circumstances, supporting visits to people in
difficult circumstances. medical examination and treatment, propaganda, vocational education and training,
employment support... These activities of religions "we can calculate with specific numbers to prove that religion is
also a great resource contribute to social development™ [1]. However, it must be noted that even if a religion's socially
oriented activities are first of all to serve the development of that religion itself, then secondly for the sake of the
religion itself. development of social community. Therefore, aware that when we "exploit religious resources, we
cannot require it to be like other civil society organizations in serving society. Always remember to keep religion in its
rightful place its mind" [4]. Likewise, this article will analyze and clarify the socio-economic development resources of
Cao Dai religion in the South, as the endogenous religion with the strongest influence in this region.

2. CaoDaism as an economic resource for social development in the Southern

CaoDaism, full name Dai Dao Tam Ky Pho Do, is an endogenous religion born in 1926 in Long Trung hamlet, Long
Thanh commune, Hoa Thanh district, Tay Ninh province by a number of civil servants bourgeois Landlords and
founding intellectuals possess many cultural characteristics and beliefs of Southern residents. From the beginning, Cao
Dai has advocated respecting the beliefs of other religions, so when it was established, it attracted thousands of people
to join the religion. After nearly 100 years, this religion has rapidly developed. The number of followers and scope of
influence has grown not only in a few provinces but also throughout the Southern region, spreading to the Central and
Northern regions, with more than 4,000 [5] new followers joining the religion every year Cao Dai. Besides, Cao Dai
religion also appears overseas in the Vietnamese community in some countries, such as Cambodia, Korea, Australia, the
United States, France... According to information from the Cao Dai Overseas Mission Board, there are currently about 5
million Cao Dai followers worldwide.

Returning to the historical context of the formation and development of CaoDaism, we clearly see that the birth of
CaoDaism is the convergence and crystallization of factors such as nature, geographical location, customs and society
of the Southern people. In the first half of the 20th century, in the South, many new religions appeared, with the struggle
movements of all classes of people with the semi-feudal colonial government ruled by the French colonialists, creating
the premise for The formation and development ofreligions, has a profound influence on all aspects of the lives of
residents in this land. CaoDaism is also part of that inevitable trend.

CaoDaism has a long and profound history of influence on the development process of the Southern region. In this
place, Cao Dai is no longer simply a religion, but it has become a "cultural and social movement” contributing to the
development of many aspects in the lives of Southern people. During the resistance war to liberate the country, the Cao



Dai sects had more than 10,000 wounded soldiers, 4,000 martyrs, 400 Vietnamese heroic mothers" [3]. In addition,
there are many families who have contributed to the revolution, and individuals who are followers of the Cao Dai
religion have been awarded many noble medals by the state. Therefore, when researching considering the resources of
Cao Dai religion in economic and social development in the South, it is necessary to have a thorough view, not to miss
the resources that this religion brings.

2.1 CaoDaism in charity and social security activities

In recent times, the value of the contribution of Cao Dai religion to socio-economic development has been clearly
demonstrated first and foremost through social welfare activities such as: caring for and supporting the poor. , patients,
people with disabilities, individuals facing difficult circumstances... To achieve this goal, the Cao Dai religion has
established charity organizations and social programs, in order to provide Necessary services such as health care,
education, food provision, and housing for those in need of support.

In addition to participating in charity activities, the Cao Dai religion also supports the poor by providing free
medical services. Cao Dai religion also contributes to socio-economic development by participating in production and
business activities, bringing significant material improvements to that faith, actively contributing to development. of the
community. Since being recognized as an organizational legal entity, Cao Dai Churches have actively implemented
social charity activities. Data compiled from reports of the Association of Blessings of Cao Dai churches in the South
show that from the year (2009-2020), the total budget for charity activities during this period was 343.43 billion VND
[The Cao Dai Alliance includes 16 Cao Dai churches and organizations in the Southern region. The total specific
charity expenditure of these 16 units over the past 11 years is 343,436,688,583 VND], Cao Dai churches and
organizations contributed 69.8 billion VND [Data are summarized from reports of the Cao Dai Liaison Sector from
2009-2020] to the Central Committee of the Vietnam Fatherland Front.

During the 3-year period of the COVID-19 epidemic, Cao Dai churches at home and abroad have actively called on
followers to contribute financially and materially to overcome the damages caused by the pandemic, step by step
contributing to the cause of the pandemic. with the government ensuring good people's lives, including: Tay Ninh Cao
Dai Church contributed more than 167 billion VND; Cao Dai Tien Thien Church in Ben Tre is about 70.6 billion VND;
Other organizations and congregations such as: Ban Chinh Dao, Minh Chon Dao, Bach Y, Chon Ly, Minh Chon Dao,
Chieu Minh Tam Thanh Vo Vi, Cau Kho Tam Quan... contributed to charity work during the period. This time from 25
billion to over 50 billion VND [Data compiled from reports of Phuoc Vien of Cao Dai churches in the South in 2016,
2027, 2018, 2019 and the first 3 quarters of 2020]. During the 3 years of the COVID-19 epidemic, the entire religion
has actively contributed total funds from Cao Dai churches and organizations amounting to over 229 billion VND [8, p.
33]. In addition, the amount of materials, vehicles, medicine, etc. mobilized by churches worth tens of billions of dong
is not yet mentioned.

The Cao Dai tradition of serving humanity has great resource value in caring for and supporting disadvantaged
people in society through forms such as: distributing charity gifts and providing material support, prevention Free
medicine, funeral assistance... Giving charity gifts and material support, this is the regular work of the Cao Dai religion
to contribute to helping difficult families or sick people undergoing treatment. in hospitals. Charity fruit is given out on
holidays or whenever the social community encounters natural disasters or epidemics... In addition, every month
religious establishments also organize charity meals for people in difficult circumstances. Due to social difficulties, in
big cities, Cao Dai religion often opens vegetarian restaurants to serve dignitaries and followers, and at the same time,
improve the material life structure of the religious community. During major festivals, the Cao Dai religion organizes a
free vegetarian feast to welcome guests and all members of the community to contribute to sharing the spirit of "serving
humanity" of the Cao Dai religion.

Regarding the free herbal medicine clinic, this is considered the most typical charity activity of the Cao Dai religion.
Most of the Holy Houses and Holy Pure Lands of the Cao Dai sects have charitable herbal medicine clinics to support
free examination, treatment and medicine distribution to people in the living area and in neighboring places. . Cao Dai
followers call this the charity medicine room and the above actions are called acts of kindness. At these blessed
medicine clinics, there are doctors with experience and knowledge of medicinal properties, most of whom are followers
of the Cao Dai sect. All worthy of respect and recognition is the devotion of the believers to practice the religion to help
their lives. In order to maintain the Phuoc Thien medicine clinic, believers in the religion work together to find and
exploit medicinal plants in the area and outside. In addition, they also contribute funds to buy rare medicines to treat
patients with dangerous and incurable diseases. Patients who come for examination are free of charge, and sometimes
even receive accommodation support if they live far away.

Next is the activity of helping with burials, this is also a regular activity of the Cao Dai religion. For bereaved
families facing difficult circumstances, the religious community will take care of it in accordance with religious rituals,
and will also provide free coffins and other necessary items for funerals and funerals. We would like to reiterate that the
above-mentioned charity activities do not necessarily involve religious people, non-religious communities are also
treated equally as religious people. In addition to the three main forms of charity activities above, followers of Cao Dai
church sects also carry out many other volunteer works such as: building charity houses, supporting ambulances to pick
up people. disaster, building and calling for contributions to the studious fund.

2.2 CaoDaism in productive labor, cooperative economic development and new rural construction

Returning to current life, for many years, Cao Dai religious organizations in the South have promoted the nation's
precious traditions and actively mobilized followers to participate in economic and social development activities. ,
charity, humanitarian... join hands to build the homeland, strictly comply with the Party's guidelines and policies, and



the State's legal policies. Cao Dai religion encourages followers to both practice and actively participate in productive
labor. Through production and service models, especially cooperative economics, the lives of Cao Dai followers are
increasingly was raised and played an important role in religious solidarity in the South.

Over the past time, Cao Dai people in the South have always been excited, confident in the leadership role of the
Party, the management of local authorities, participating in religious activities in accordance with the law, and actively
working. production, diversifying occupations, improving family economics. Currently, the lives of Cao Dai followers
are increasingly developing, with many households operating economically effectively, earning hundreds of millions of
dong/year. Typically, Mr. Trinh Van Lau's family, group 4, U Minh town, U Minh district, Ca Mau province, is one of
the long-time followers of Cao Dai religion. Mr. Trinh Van Lau shared: "Before starting a shrimp farm, my family only
had 4 square meters of land to grow rice, and the economy was very difficult. But since shrimp farming until now, the
economy has developed more and more, | can feed my children and save money to buy more land to build a square. Up
to now, my family has about 100 acres of land for extensive shrimp and crab farming, earning over 200 million VND
per year" [Quote from reporter, Trinh Van Lau, 61 years old, in Ca Mau province, 2021].

In recent years, the collective economy and cooperatives (Cooperatives) have been regularly focused on
strengthening and innovating in organization and operation by Cao Dai followers in the South. Cooperatives and
cooperative groups have gradually affirmed themselves as an important factor in economic and social development in
the area, contributing to creating jobs and income for local workers. Cao Dai religions and followers always well
implement the Party and State's policies on economic development, joining hands with Party committees and local
authorities to build collective economic models and cooperatives. do business effectively. Typically in Tay Ninh
province, where more than 70% of the population are followers of the Cao Dai religion, up to now there are 145
cooperatives in the entire province, operating diversely in the fields of agriculture, industry, commerce, services,
environmental sanitation, handicrafts, transportation, credit with more than 40 thousand members and nearly 250 billion
VND [9] in charter capital.

Next, the Cao Dai people in the Southern region have successfully implemented the movement to build new rural
areas. Over the past 10 years (2012-2022), the income growth rate of rural people in the Southern region has been
faster. compared to the income growth rate of urban people, contributing to shortening the income gap between rural
and urban areas. Many district-level units have been recognized by the Prime Minister as meeting new rural standards
(NTM). In productive labor, Cao Dai followers perform labor exchange, labor exchange, and support each other in
labor. During the process of practicing, Cao Dai followers are always conscious of the social community and launch a
movement to emulate production labor to build new rural areas, enrich society, and contribute to the lives of
practitioners. The practice becomes meaningful and beneficial to society, affecting the ethics and lifestyle of Southern
residents.

Many parishes and parishes have had no drug addicts or social evils for many years. The self-management model of
security and order among religious believers has been implemented seriously and effectively. Many Cao Dai followers
participate in the production linkage model along the value chain such as "Large Sample Field", value chain, vegetables,
seafood... bringing many positive effects, the value of agricultural production is not stop lifting. From there, create
conditions to improve income, material and spiritual life for people. As a member of Phu Thanh Agricultural
Cooperative, Phu Tan district, An Giang province, Mr. Ly Van Hau, a longtime Cao Dai follower, always believes in
the "good life, beautiful religion” lifestyle. He regularly participates in propaganda for parishioners to actively
participate in movements and activities organized by the locality to strengthen religious solidarity. Mr. Hau shared:
"Building new rural areas is to beautify the village, family, and society, so building new rural areas is the responsibility
of the entire people" [Quote from reporter, Ly Van Hau, 56 years old, in An Giang province, 2021].

2.3 CaoDaism in developing religious tourism

Awakening the potential of religious tourism is also a highly effective resource for Cao Dai followers in developing
current socio-economic life. The holy buildings and holy shrines of all Cao Dai churches in the South have their own
unique characteristics and have great tourism potential value. Typically, Tay Ninh Holy See is a unique architectural
work. This place has long been one of the places that attracts a large number of domestic and foreign tourists. Professor
Thai Tho Thanh, Head of the Cao Dai Church Representative Board of Tay Ninh Holy See, shared: "Tourists can visit
Tay Ninh Holy See at any time of the day, but should choose the ceremony time (usually 12 noon). This is the time for
everyone to admire the entire solemn ritual of Cao Dai friends. Besides, visitors can go to the upper floor of the
building to take panoramic photos of the interior of the main area” [Excerpt from PVS, Professor. Thai Tho Thanh, 73
years old, in Tay Ninh province, 2021]. The Holy See is an attractive destination that monks from all over the world
come to admire and worship. It is truly a unique cultural and religious tourist destination, imbued with the national spirit
of the people living on this land.

Currently, life in all aspects, especially socio-economic aspects, of Cao Dai people has improved a lot compared to
before. Typically, it must be mentioned that Hoa Thanh district, Tay Ninh province, this is where the headquarters of
Tay Ninh Cao Dai Church is located, the entire district currently has more than 500 [Vietnam Cooperative Alliance,
Cao Dai followers in the South join hands to build the homeland (Article 3): Awakening the potential of religious
tourism, Publishing license No. 139/GP-BTTTT issued on March 4, 2021] businesses and cooperatives, and the
majority of business owners are followers of the Cao Dai religion, some followers have established travel and tourism
companies. Every year, these businesses together with local authorities create favorable conditions to take care of job
creation and economic development for people, as well as perform charity and social security work well. helping
individuals and families in the community who are in difficult circumstances.



Comments and Conclusion

In general, in the coming time, Cao Dai religion will continue to grow stronger in both the number of followers and
scope of activities, thus ensuring the good use of Cao Dai religion's resources to contribute to development. society in
Vietnam in general, and the Southern region in particular, is a very meaningful matter. It can be seen that the value of
resources that Cao Dai religion contributes to economic and cultural development through material and spiritual
potential is not small for society in the South. All of this speaks to the value that religion brings in building social
ethical standards, preserving and promoting indigenous culture, ensuring good charity work, social security, helping in
difficulties, eliminating hunger and reducing poverty, actively participating in production and economic development,
wishing to bring happiness to every home and everyone.

The Southern is a multi-religious land, in which each religion has its own resources that contribute to building
economic and social life. The same is true of CaoDaism, the resources of this religion have some beneficial roles in
economic and social development. Therefore, it is necessary to view religious resources as a positive factor in that
development process. Entering a new era of integration and development, more than ever we need to have solutions to
better preserve and promote religious resources, including CaoDaism, so that this religion can do better, available
resources, contributing to building a rich, beautiful and prosperous country. Worthy of the religious guiding principle of
"Glory Country - Bright Religion" that millions of Cao Dai followers aim for, in the spirit of patriotism, love of
religion, serving the fatherland, preserving the purity of religion, contributing to the development of religion, general
development of community and society.
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